Next Meeting
January 11, 2011
7:00pm - 9:00pm
Maple Grove Public School
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The Mail Bag
From the Office of the President
Hi Everyone,

Happy New Year to one and all. I hope
everyone had a great Christmas and you had
down time to be with family and friends.
As you will remember last meeting, our
Christmas meeting, had to be canceled
because of the snow that continued to come
down. Lots of snow and I felt it was better to
cancel than to have someone total their
vehicle or worse, ended up in hospital, trying
to come to or go home from our meeting in
the bad weather. Sorry to have missed the
meeting, but better safe than sorry.

Message from the Editor
This January meeting we should be watching
the second half of the film we started in
November, if all works out for Jeff to get the
projector from work. Also the other items we
were going to talk about at the Christmas
meeting.
I continue to get e-mail from people interested
in coming to check out the club. If all decide
to come we could have an extra 10 - 15
people at the January meeting.
I've been in Christmas holiday mood so I
really don't have a lot to say. We didn't have a
meeting in December so it is hard to reflect on
that. So I guess I'll just leave this message the
way I started wishing everyone a Happy New
Year.

My apologies for a late Newsletter, not only
did my desktop crash but then my laptop
decided I had overloaded it. So here I sit on
our son’s new computer re-writing this
month’s Newsletter!
I hope each and every one of you had a very
happy holiday and got to enjoy some time
with your family and friends.
Please enjoy this lighter Newsletter and don’t
forget to submit your articles to me, I want to
hear from you.
Kara
dkfleming@rogers.com

Doug Smith
COMING SOON!
www.thebrass.org
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Quarantine Tanks
Borrowed from www.aquahobby.com/articles/e_quarantine.php

A Quarantine Tank (QT) is a very useful and important accessory for the serious and responsible aquarist. But one of
the pitfalls of setting up a QT is that it often ends up as another fish tank, and then when you need it, there is no place
to quarantine fish! Also, some people just don't have the space to keep a QT running all the time. For this reason, it is
helpful to have a system that can be taken down, cleaned and stored between uses, then easily set up again whenever
needed.
There are three main uses for the QT:
(1) Quarantine for new fish
When adding new fish to an established community, it is best to quarantine the new fish for at least two weeks prior
to introducing them into the main aquarium. If the new fish have parasites or diseases, they can be diagnosed and
treated, preventing the introduction of harmful organisms into the main aquarium. Some people will treat all new fish
with an anti-parasitic medication even when no symptoms are present, much in the same way that cats and dogs are
routinely de-wormed. Wild-caught fish are very likely to have parasites but show no symptoms, and may infect the
less-robust domestic-bred fish which can quickly be overcome. Or the wild-caught fish may not have been exposed to
pathogens the domestic fish carry and may be overcome. It is especially important to quarantine new fish when they
are intended for a tank already containing valuable fish, which would be difficult to replace. Live plants may also be
quarantined to help prevent the infestation of snails and other harmful organisms.
(2) Medical use
When fish are sick or injured, it is sometimes better to remove them to a hospital tank and treat them separately from
the main community, if the main community is not affected by the illness. The QT is usually smaller than the main
tank as well. This makes it more economical to treat sick fish, as medication for a 40 litre tank is less costly than
medication for a 200 litre tank. Also, many times there are invertebrates in the main tank which may be harmed by
some medications used to treat fish. In the case where medication is needed for the main tank, the inverts can be
removed to the QT for the duration of the treatment, then safely returned after the treatment course and all
medications have been removed.
(3) Breeding/Fry care
When you want to breed your fish they may need to be separated from the main tank into a breeding tank, where the
fish can be conditioned for breeding and the water conditions can be manipulated to induce spawning. The parents
often must be returned to the community as soon as eggs are laid so that the eggs or fry are not eaten. The eggs may
need anti-fungal medication; the fry may need special fry food, special water conditions, and a little time to grow.
Later a separate, larger ‘grow-out’ tank may be employed as the fry continue to gain size.
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Setting Up and Using Your Quarantine Tank
The following items are needed for setting up your QT:
Aquarium - 40 liters is recommended for average fish (up to 10 cm). Medicating is very easy in a tank this size
because of the dosing amounts, but of course each case must be analyzed individually. If your fish are large or if you
have many of them, you will need a larger size for your QT. On the other hand, a betta may be quarantined in a 4 liter
jar.
Water - Fill the tank with fresh, clean water from the same source that you use for your main tank. Condition with the
same products you use for your main tank, and adjust the temperature to approximate that of your main tank. If you
will be changing the water conditions for breeding purposes, do it gradually (or as directed), after the fish have been
introduced into the QT.
Heater - the temperature for a QT can be controlled with the use of a heater. A fully submersible heater is
recommended.
Thermometer - to monitor temperature.
Filter - A simple sponge filter or hang-on power filter is sufficient. The sponge is best for small fry or delicate fish
that do not do well with much current. Another inexpensive and effective option is a power head with a micro-filter
such as Hagen Quick Filter attached. This filter removes particles down to 1 micron which is very useful to help clear
away parasites. A power head with an adjustable flow rate is ideal. To ‘instant cycle’ your QT, add some of the
biofilm collected from your main tank’s filter. This is the brown slime that builds up on the inside surfaces of your
filter and intake tubes, and is where your nitrifying bacteria reside. You can just collect some and put it in the water of
your QT and immediately add the fish. The bacteria will be taken up by the filter and immediately go to work for you.
Ammonia Monitor - To ensure that you have added enough biofilm, check for ammonia. An ammonia monitor such
as Seachem Ammonia Alert is very useful as it remains in the tank and any color change alerts you to an ammonia
problem before it gets serious. If you notice even a slight color change, simply add more biofilm from the main tank.
This is adequate for most quarantine situations. Certain medications will destroy nitrifying bacteria so a different
approach needs to be taken if you need this kind of medication (the packaging will usually tell you if it harms the
nitrifying bacteria). In such a case, it would be better to monitor ammonia with a salycilate test kit and use an
ammonia neutralizer such as AmQuel Plus, as needed to detoxify any ammonia that may appear.
Decorations - To feel secure, most fish need a place to hide. Some kinds of fish would prefer a cave of some sort,
others would do better with plants. Having a cave and both floating and suction-bottom plastic or silk plants would
provide adequate cover for most fishes, reducing stress. You can convert any plastic plant to suction-bottom plants by
removing the plastic bottom and attaching it to the suction cups that are available at aquarium supply shops or
hardware stores. The plants can then be attached to the floor of the aquarium and stay put. If you are breeding fish, you
will need to use whatever is appropriate for the fish such as a spawning mop or some live floating or potted
plants...whatever the fish needs for breeding.
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Cover and lighting - A cover is essential to maintain temperature stability, reduce evaporation, minimize
dust and airborne pollutants, and prevent the loss of fish that may be inclined to jump. Lights are essential
for plants, optional for fish, but it is easier to examine your fish with lights. To reduce stress with sick or
light-sensitive fish, the lights (if used) can be left off most of the time, and turned on just for feeding and
examination.
Forget the Gravel - gravel is not necessary for a QT, and is not recommended. Omitting gravel makes the
QT easier to clean both during and after use, and easier to store.
With a simple, non-medicated quarantine for new fish or breeding/fry care, just do the regular water
changes according to the schedule you would normally use, and when the quarantine period is over,
acclimate the new fish to the main tank.
For sick or injured fish, breeding and fry care, follow any recommendations for medicating if needed and
water changes as directed. At the end of the treatment, do water changes and chemical filtration (i.e.,
carbon) as needed to clear the water of residual medicine, then acclimate the fish to the main tank as you
would when adding new fish.
Depending on what kinds of illness or medications (if any) were used in the QT, cleaning can be as simple
as a good rinsing and drying, or you can use vinegar or a dilute bleach solution, and a little time in the sun
to kill suspected pathogens. Always rinse all parts well both before and after each use. Dry completely
before storage to prevent mildew.

Dates to Remember
January 11, 2011 (7:00 – 9:00 pm)

Next Meeting at Maple Grove P.S.

March 20, 2011

Hamilton & District Aquarium Society Auction

March 27, 2011

Brant Aquarium Society Show & Auction

April 10, 2011

Durham Regional Aquarium Show and Auction
Details to follow about all shows and auctions.
www.caoac.ca
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You Might Have Multiple Tank Syndrome If…
I’m sure many of you are familiar with Jeff Foxworthy’s comedy routine “You might be a red neck
if…”
A forum I subscribe to has put a spin on this. You might have Multiple Tank Syndrome If…
Your salad bowl has its own heater and filter.
You have ever wondered how you could convert your large screen TV into an aquarium.
There's more water in your room than air!
You have to hire an electrician to come in and add another breaker in order to keep your "guest
room” running.
You buy one too many filters, or one too many heaters, and rather than return them well,
you've got an extra heater and filter, so ...there's always room for just one more tank, right?
You have to eat out every night because your freezer is stuffed full of brine shrimp.
You buy your husband a fish tank for his birthday and tell him to feel free to re-gift it to you for
Christmas.
Your LFS calls YOU to place their stock order.
When you're apartment landlord tells you to start covering your own water.
The only reason you want a couch in your living room is so that have somewhere to sit and
watch the fish.
You set a tank up at work because you don't have room for another tank at home.
If you are looking at a new house and the "must have features" is a basement or large fish
room!
If you have big arms because of all the water changes with a 5 gal bucket.
If you have to tell people not to eat things in your fridge because its fish food, NOT PEOPLE
FOOD.
You've driven more than an hour to just browse a LFS.
Your fish get R/O water but you drink from the tap
You agree with more than half of this page!

