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Barrie Region Aquarium Society of Simcoe

President’s Message

Jan. 2016

Welcome back everyone! I hope that the Christmas holidays were enjoyed by all and
wish all of our members a Happy New Year. 2016 will be an exciting year for our club.
With our auction coming up in April we have lots of to do in advance so that the event
runs smoothly and we get a good turnout. At our December meeting we formed an
Auction Committee and this will ensure that all the work required will be shared by a
team of our members. But we do hope that all our members will take in the event as
it is going to be fun and a great opportunity to promote our club.
I want to thank those who brought fish to our last meeting for our very 1st jar show.
Congratulations to the winners of all awards. We had a four way tie for the People's
Choice Award....great competition! We were sad to see Doug Fleming's beautiful Red
Empress in a distressed upside down situation but we were later informed that the
fish has recovered...great news! We can all relate to a situation like this when one of
our prize fish is in trouble. It can happen to the most experienced fish keeper. I will
bring the extra award certificates for all our winners of the jar show to the January
meeting. A special thanks to Udo Rohmann for judging our mini show, answering
questions and giving us all tips on how to successfully show fish and meet the requirements of CAOAC rules.
For all the people who brought some items to auction at the last meeting...thanks! It
makes for a more interesting meeting in addition to the great Christmas potluck
shared by all.
Over the holidays Spencer Gervan kindly took over housing our library with some
shared heavy lifting! Lots of reading resources here! Spencer is going to provide a
monthly library report and comment on some of the books or certain articles of interest. It is our goal to catalogue this library so that members can request specific information on a specific fish species or aquatic topic.
With boxing day now past, did anyone score any aquarium/fish deals? If you did, let us
know about it at the next meeting on January 12th or why not send some pictures to
Doug Smith and he can include them in one of our monthly bulletins. No new tanks
for us (right Honey!) as our focus is still in getting our new 300 gallon up and running.
Got to drill a few bulkhead holes, and pick up some eggcrate grid and tiles for the
bottom before we fill it up. It will have a minimalist decor as our big fish will kind of
dominate the view! :)
See you all next week. Safe travels everyone!
Profishently yours,
Don’t forget our webpage
Jeff

www.1brass.com

Secretary's Report
On December 8, 2015 we had our Christmas Party. Jeff informed us that he had booked the
Barrie Legion as the venue for our April 3, 2016 Auction. It has lots of parking, a spacious
room, it is easy to find, elevator and a full menu available. Jeff to check at City Hall any restrictions we may come up against, he has tried but the lady was sick so will try again. We
had a discussion about using monitors for the Auction, Udo says there are problems using
them. You still can't see them anyway and sometimes are very grainy. Jeff to get the software from Ron Bishop or Sharon McDonald. Udo suggest getting a cart to move the product
around. Jeff asked who would be interested in being on an Auction Committee; Udo, Doug
S., Jeff M., Jeff L., Frank and Melissa. A piece of advice was given when contacting suppliers
for product to donate; address it to a specific person. If it is addressed to who it may concern etc., they will dispose of it and not look at it at all. We should get the list of all
attendees of all the clubs in the GTA and send out e mails and letters. Lee Anne donated
several books to the library.
The 50/50 draw was won by Lynda Hodgins, she went home $23.50 richer. Everyone
brought some wonderful treats that we enjoyed while Udo judged our Jar Show. He gave us
the following tips when entering a Jar Show:
Jar should have flat clear side, otherwise it gives a distorted image.
Do not add other things like plants, gravel etc.
Judges look for defects, size and how the fish is behaving.
1st Jeff L. 2nd Jeff L. 3rd Doug F.
We enjoyed an auction, food and fellowship and talked "fish" until we had to leave. Many
were not ready but we didn't want to get kicked out so we departed. See you in January!

https://www.facebook.com/1Brass

December meeting 2015

Thanks to Jeff Loney for his contribution with the upper 5 photos on this page.

Breeding Fairies and all sorts of other mythical creatures.

BAP Article: Jeff Loney

My first introduction to this beautiful species was two pairs of big
teeth poking out of a terra pot in one of the local fish stores. I
watched the tank for a few minutes to see what would come out of
the cave and then it was love at first. Neolamprologus Brichardi
are commonly named the fairy cichlid and it is a fish that lives up to
its name. When you watch the fish swim around the tank it almost
seems to me as if the fish are living in another world.
I picked up my original two fish in October as a complete impulse buy (which I tend to be bad at). They were already near full
size with the male at 4.5 inches and the smaller female at 4. Much
of the size of these fish is their lovely tail with long filaments. I left
these fish in the tank for approximately 4 months with a steady diet of sinking pellets and flake foods. I continued to passively try for
a spawn with these fish. After 3 months I decided that I would add
some more fish to the breeding group. Early December I acquired
a group of 5 from another hobbyist who seemed to be having the
same issue that I was. These fish were not quite full grown but all
were over 4 inches. All of these fish were added to a 29 gallon
aquarium with a standard footprint. There was a stack of terrapots

taking up most of the back of the tank. The bottom was normal
thick gravel that was bright blue( I have since gotten better taste!).
These new fish created a new hierarchy in the tank. I watched for
a few days to ensure that the fish were not being bullied. Everyone was accepted within the first week so I decided to actively try
to breed them. In order to get fish into the spawning mood I did
50 percent water changes with cooler water to bring the temperature down approximately 5 degrees. I then spent the next week
involved in heavy feeding. I found that of all of the foods that I fed
the brichardi enjoyed frozen blood worms. In addition to this I
was feeding live white worms, frozen brine shrimp, cichlid pellets
and earthworm flakes. This was an attempt to bring on a simulated rainy season. I continued this regiment for about a month before I got discouraged and decided to give up on breeding this
wonderful species.
Early February I started to see a change in the tank. About
once a week I was finding a fish floating at the top of the tank
dead. Unknown to me this was due to them getting beat up by a
pair that had formed in the tank. Over the next month I continued to see more fish floating on the top of the tank. I was concerned that there was some sort of parasite in the tank so I moved
the remaining 4 fish into a standard twenty gallon tank. The final
straw was when I found one more fish floating on the top of the
tank. I decided that I would bring the remaining three into the
auction the following week at a general meeting. I was getting

ready for exams so my fish were feeling a little ignored. They
were getting their daily feedings but had not had their water
changed for two weeks. This is when I noticed a cloud of moving
things in the tank. I immediately ran to the tank expecting the filter was pushing out silt but it was not the case, these were alive.
I had about 50 small babies swimming around the tank. When I
looked around for the fish I was expecting the trio but could not
find the third fish. What I did have was a breeding pair. Within
three weeks I had a second generation of fry in the same tank. It
was interesting to see how the first generation helped the parents
defend the second group.
During the growing phases I had to move to a new house.
During a trip in the car I ended up losing about 50 of the new fry
to a gravel slide. With a hundred remaining I found grow out was
best succeeded with approximately one fish per gallon. This allowed the fish to grow to a sellable size within approximately 3
months. The parents were temporarily moved to a bare bottom
ten gallon tank where they have kept spawning. Once you get a
pair of these fish going you are in for a treat, and of course a never ending stream of little ones.

Coming Events
January
17 - 12:00 PM - CAOAC General Meeting,
Waterdown ON
February
21 - 12:00 PM - CAOAC General Meeting,
Waterdown ON
March
12-13 - Calgary Aquarium Society show, speakers and auction
20 - 11:00 AM - CAOAC Executive Meeting Waterdown ON
20 - 12:00 PM - CAOAC General Meeting, Waterdown ON
April
3 - Barrie & Region Aquarium Society of Simcoe Auction -Royal Canadian Legion, Barrie, more details to follow
10 - 12:00 PM - CAOAC General Meeting, Waterdown ON
16 - Sarnia Aquarium Society Auction
17 - Durham Region Aquarium Society Aquariama.
May
20 - 22 - CAOAC Convention - Fanshawe College, London
September
17 - Sarnia Aquarium Society Auction
25 - London Aquaria Society Show & Auction, details to follow

Want to buy, for sale, want to borrow
etc…
Free advertising, fish, equipment, plants,
need a ride (to shows etc…)

This page is reserved for comments and recommendations from our Librarian, presently Spencer.
Spencer may use this space to promote different
books or magazines, or may just let us know of new
books in the library.
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