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Next meeting Tuesday November 8th 

www.1brass.com 

Photos Submitted by: Ken Parkes 

This Month’s Guest Speaker: 

Frank Aguirre 

Speaking on 

Salt water Basic Elements and Marine Angels  

More about Frank’s presentation on Page 4 

http://www.1brass.com
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

I would like to start this months’ s message with a big 

thank you to Ken Parkes for working so hard in putting 

together this latest bulletin. Please read his message in 

this issue and support Ken in any way you can!  

At our October meeting we had an informal discussion on 

breeding fish with many people sharing their own unique 

experiences with different species. As you can see on the 

cover of this months bulletin, we have a guest speaker for 

our November 8th meeting, Frank Aguirre who will be 

speaking to us about Saltwater aquariums.  Frank gave a 

great talk about stingrays to our club a few years 

back...they are informative and fun, so don’t miss this 

one. Hey speaking of fun…get some empty and cycled 

tanks ready!!...We have a fish store tour coming up 

on Saturday November 19th and I will be providing an 

itinerary at our November meeting. In December we will be having an informal meeting with a potluck 

so think about what you would like to prepare/bring and we will do up a list on meeting night (Nov 

8th). 

 

On a personal note, I have recently found some renewed energy to get our own fish room back in order 

after a nasty flood this past summer caused by an exploding 55 gallon aquarium. A note to all…Red 

Devil Cichlids are indeed nasty and tough as our beloved pet Sherbet survived this traumatic event and 

to our amazement starting beating up the tank mates he joined after the emergency the next morning! 

Thanks to Spencer Gervan who sold me a 120 gallon tank and to Randy LePage who found me a stand 

for it. We were able to move this spoiled rotten pet to his biggest home yet. Wow, the things we do for 

our fish! I am looking forward to getting a few more tanks up and running and implementing some 

functional changes to our fish room so that it is easier to access, maintain and safer for both our home 

and us! 

 

It has been enjoyable to take in a few of the fellow CAOAC club auctions recently. FYI, BRASS sponsored 

a class at the KWAS’ Octoberfish event and we will continue to do sponsorships at future shows. It is 

great to support other clubs and it will be exciting to have our own fish show one day and have the 

support of other clubs as well. In closing I have been reminded a lot lately that things do not stay the 

same within our personal and work lives. Change at some point is certain and we have to roll with it. 

Within BRASS we come to know and share in not only the successes and happy moments of our hobby 

but also the challenges and sad moments in our lives as well. Lets continue to have fun and support 

each other. Here come the BRASS!! 



 3 

From The Editor 

With the summer a distant memory and having had 
our September and October meetings; it’s well 
overdue that the first monthly newsletter of your 
new executive finds its way to you, the member.  
Please accept this, my first issue as your new editor, 
with my apologies for not having produced one be-
fore now. 

I would like to thank Doug Smith, our previous edi-
tor, for all of his hard work on the Bulletin  looking 
after it thus far.  I think it is due time for him to have 
a well deserved rest as editor and pass the torch.  
Doug, I will do my best to create as good a Bulletin 
as you have. 

With a new editor, there is bound to be some 
change.  I have a few ideas that I hope to include in 
this and upcoming issues.  I would love to receive 
any feedback you might have.  This is our Bulletin 
and we should all collaborate to make it great!  If 
you have any feedback, ideas or pictures you would 
like to share, please email them to: 

BRASSBulletin@gmail.com 

Cheers, 

Ken Parkes 

www.petsandponds.com 

Photos Submitted by:  Ken Parkes 

mailto:mailto:brassbulletin@gmail.com
http://www.petsandponds.com/?gclid=CjwKEAjwnebABRCjpvr13dHL8DsSJABB-ILJUNTzyes14PifpjDW2qhh2wcRP02hZ-IBjw-HUh3ftxoCknnw_wcB
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Coming Events 

 

2016 

Nov 6  - Peel Region Aquarium Club Auction,     

  Brampton 

Nov 13 - Société d’Aquariophilie de Montréal 

 Auction 

Nov 19 - BRASS Fish Store Tour 

Nov 20 - 11:00 AM - CAOAC Executive Meeting 

  Waterdown ON 

Nov 20 - 12:00 PM - CAOAC General Meeting,  

 Waterdown ON 

 

Dec 11 - 11:00 AM - CAOAC Executive Meeting 

  Waterdown ON 

Dec 11 - 12:00 PM - CAOAC General Meeting 

 and Christmas Pot Luck, Waterdown 

 ON 

 

2017 

Jan 15 - 11:00 AM - CAOAC Executive Meeting 

 Waterdown ON 

Jan 15 - 12:00 PM - CAOAC General Meeting, 

 Waterdown ON 

 

Feb 12- 11:00 AM - CAOAC Executive Meeting 

 Waterdown ON 

Feb 12 - 12:00 PM - CAOAC General Meeting, 

 Waterdown ON 

This Month’s Guest Speaker: 

Frank Aguirre 

Speaking on 

Salt water Basic Elements 

and  

Marine Angels Part 1 

This presentation deals with the indispensable elements 

necessary to build a marine ecosystem. Breaking away 

from the common mistakes and mythology surrounding 

the hobby Frank explains with particular clarity for the 

audience how easy is to keep and maintain saltwater 

fish and invertebrates following simple steps. As well 

this presentation includes the first part of our series 

“Marine fishes” Angel fish Part 1 which deals with one 

group of Marine Angelfish. There is a discussion on hus-

bandry and requirements to keep marine angel fish 

healthy and perky for many years.  

Courtesy of: http://caoac.ca/speakers/frank_aguirre.html 

The Tropical Fishroom Ltd.  Brantford 

http://caoac.ca/speakers/frank_aguirre.html
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WHAT’S ON THE WEB? 

This is a new monthly series of article where an aquarium related website is profiled.  It will describe what 

the site is about, the information that can be found there, how to navigate it and how they help the aquar-

ium hobby and community.  The goal is to inform members of great places to gain knowledge about their 

interests in the hobby.  One month we could feature an African cichlid site, the next month could feature salt 

water, or shrimp, and so on...We all know great places on the web to get information.  But we can never 

have too many. 

 

If you have a website you would like to see profiled, please let us know at BRASSBulletin@gmail.com. 

 

PlantedTank.net is a site dedicated to the planted 

aquarium.  That much can be gleamed from the site 

name.  Though appropriate, the simple URL doesn’t 

completely describe the information and help that 

can be found here. It is a site for aquarium pants 

and other planted aquarium inhabitants.  This is a 

forum style website where registered members 

participate in online discussions via message 

boards.  If you have a problem, chances are some-

body has had the same problem and posted the 

question you have.  There is likely to have been a 

discussion on the topic and a solution found.  If not, 

just ask.  Somebody is almost always able to help.    

 

We will attempt to highlight  some of what this site 

has to offer.  The rest, you can visit the site to see 

for yourself. 

 

Plant Profiles 

Let’s get the obvious out of the way first.  This site 

offers many in depth discussions about plants, on 

hundreds of different varieties.  

If you’re interested in a particular plant, the site 

has a plant list.  It’s organized alphabetically by 

proper name, but their common name is on there 

as well; along with a picture.   

mailto:mailto:brassbulletin@gmail.com
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WHAT’S ON THE WEB? Continued 

Selecting a plant will take you to a page with more 

information about it.  The best part about this page 

is that simple information about the plant is in a 

box right at the top of the page.  Basic things like 

ideal temperature (in Celsius), lighting and care 

level can be found at a glance. 

Members are also able to leave comments about 

the plant.  People talk about their experience with 

it and observations they have made while caring for 

it.  These could be things like Amazon Swords need 

a lot of iron or they might share insight on how the 

plant grows in different water conditions or if it’s 

recommended for beginners. 

Fish Profiles 

As stated earlier, there is more to this site than 

plants.  They have a just as extensive an informa-

tion catalogue on fish and other inhabitants, such 

as shrimp and snails. It is presented in the same 

simple manner as the plant section.  This makes 

locating basic information quick and easy. 

 

Notes about the selected fish can be found at the 

top of the information page.  As seen below infor-

mation such as the category of the fish, its tem-

perament and its size can be instantly observed.  

Again, in this section allows for people to comment 

on these fish.  If you have some experiences you 

would like to share on a particular fish, sign up for 

free and leave a comment!  

 

 

The Planted Tank Articles 

There are many articles on the site as well.  Most, if 

not all, that are on this site have been written by 

members.  From information on common algae and 

lighting comparison, to DIY and basics of starting a 

planted tank, there is a ton of great information  

found within the many articles here. 

Plant Profiles, Fish Profiles and Articles are all 

reachable from the PlantedTank Home Page, found 

under “Resources”. 

 

The Forums 

Last, but not least, you need to check out the fo-

rums.  There is  an unbelievable wealth of knowl-

edge  from actual hobbyists here.   They are partici-

pating daily, helping each other and just having 

general aquarium hobby conversation .   

 

 

 

Example of quick fish information found at www.plantedtank.net 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some of the articles found at www.plantedtank.net 

http://www.plantedtank.net
http://www.plantedtank.net
http://www.plantedtank.net/
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WHAT’S ON THE WEB? Continued 

In the Planted Tank Forum, there are thousands of 

thread!  People are having conversations about eve-

rything to do with planted tanks.  They have forums 

on low tech tanks, nano tanks,  equipment, aqua-

scaping, fish, and even DIY.  If you have a question 

or just want to know what people think about a par-

ticular topic pertaining to planted tanks, this is the 

place to go!  Just post a comment or question and 

you’re sure to get somebody responding in no time!  

 

The site also features a gallery and  tank tracker 

(provided you’ve become a member).  So sign up 

and become a member or not, there is lots of great 

information at www.theplantedtank.net 

 

Written by: Ken Parkes (BRASS Member) 

 

We hope you enjoyed our first article of What’s On 

The Web.  Next month we hope to feature another 

great aquarium site.   

 

Please send us feedback at  

BRASSBulletin@gmail.com 

President     Jeff Mountjoy 

Vice President   Doug Fleming 

Past President   Doug Smith 

Secretary    Kara Fleming 

Treasurer    Bonnie Smith 

Programs Co-ordinator Udo Rohmann 

BRASS Editor   Ken Parkes 

BRASS Executive 

Librarian    Spenser Gervan 

Breeders Award  Doug Best 
Program Chair 

CAOAC Representative Jeff Mountjoy 

Committee Chairs &  

Representatives 

BRASS IS LOOKING FOR A WEBMASTER 

Do you have reasonable skills with a computer?  Have you created a webpage or would like to try to make 

one?  Do you spend your spare time surfing the internet? Then we are looking for you!  BRASS wants you to 

be its webmaster!   

 

 

 

Pet Centre 

Barrie, ON 
Photo Submitted by: Doug & Bonnie Smith 

http://www.plantedtank.net
mailto:mailto:brassbulletin@gmail.com
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MEMORIES 

They say, to know where you’re going, you need to 

know  where you’ve been.  With many new members 

joining BRASS over this past year, now is a great time 

to look back at some fond memories and share them 

with the new membership.  Also, as new editor, I don’t 

have any recent photos to share. 

Here are some pictures from the past. 

If you have any photos you would 

like to see in the BRASS Bulletin, 

please send them to:  

BRASSBulletin@gmail.com 

mailto:mailto:brassbulletin@gmail.com
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Want to buy,  for sale,  want to borrow etc…? 

Free advertising, fish, equipment, plants,  need a ride (to shows etc…). It can all 

be posted here! 

If you have something you want on the BRASS Bulletin Board, send your informa-

tion to:  BRASSBulletin@gmail.com 

Please support the businesses that 

supported our club through dona-

tions for our auction. 

BRASS Bulletin Board 

(Buy and Sell) 

mailto:mailto:brassbulletin@gmail.com
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From The BRASS Library 

BRASS has an extensive library.  We have crates of 

aquarium related books and magazines, just wait-

ing for you to sign out  and read.  Spenser, our li-

brarian would be happy to help you out. 

 

We have many Amazonas magazines.  Amazonas is 

a subscription magazine for freshwater fish enthu-

siasts.  Take a look at their website to see what 

they’re all about.   

www.amazonasmagazine.com 

If you’re reading the BRASS Bulletin via .pdf, click 

the magazine cover (right) to view a sample copy. 

If you’re interested in signing out Amazonas, just 

talk to Spenser at our next meeting. 

www.facebook.com/1Brass 

Image link not compatible with some mobile PDF viewers.  Copy 

and paste web address into browser if image link does not work: 

http://edition.pagesuite-professional.co.uk/Launch.aspx?

PBID=753f5193-88e4-4724-a317-a28308b79697 

http://www.amazonasmagazine.com/
http://edition.pagesuite-professional.co.uk/Launch.aspx?PBID=753f5193-88e4-4724-a317-a28308b79697
http://edition.pagesuite-professional.co.uk/Launch.aspx?PBID=753f5193-88e4-4724-a317-a28308b79697
http://edition.pagesuite-professional.co.uk/Launch.aspx?PBID=753f5193-88e4-4724-a317-a28308b79697
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Please support the businesses that supported our club through donations for our auction. 

Who’s That? 

We would like to feature you! 

We have done a profile on a BRASS member every month in past issues of the Bul-

letin, and we don’t plan to change that any time soon.  In fact, we would like to 

learn more about you, our members. 

In the past, this section was made using  information obtained via a member profile 

information questionnaire that was completed by you.  We would still like to use 

them, but we would also like to have you more involved in what we write. 

We want to interview you for your profile.  This can be a casual phone or email con-

versation, where we talk about you and your hobby.  We can also feature pictures 

of your aquariums or projects you may have completed.  

If you’re interested in being profiled in our “Who’s That?” section, please let Ken 

Parkes know at our next meeting or email him at BRASSBulletin@gmail.com. 

mailto:mailto:brassbulletin@gmail.com
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We hope you enjoyed this month’s BRASS Bulletin.  Please send feedback to BRASSBulletin@gmail.com 

Also, if you have any articles you have written or would like to share, please feel free to send them too!  

We are always looking for more input from our membership. 

 

Thanks for reading! 

mailto:mailto:brassbulletin@gmail.com

